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PRITZKER MILITARY LIBRARY WELCOMES  
U.S. MARINE MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT JAMES E. LIVINGSTON 

 
CHICAGO, IL – In one ferocious battle after another, without a moment’s rest between the defense 
of a key bridge and an assault on an enemy-held village, Echo Company had lost almost two-thirds 
of its Marines. But when another company of Marines radioed in desperate need of help, one 
relentless leader drove Echo forward again to answer the call. 
 
The Pritzker Military Library is proud to welcome Medal of Honor recipient James E. Livingston for 
an interview with Ed Tracy on Thursday, March 20th. This program is free and open to the public. 
The presentation and live webcast will begin at 6:00 p.m., preceded by a reception for Library 
members at 5:00 p.m. It will also be recorded for television broadcast on WYCC-TV/Channel 20. 
 
His tactics were skillful; his leadership fearless. Captain Livingston had been injured twice by 
grenade fragments in the battle at Dai Do, near the Cua Viet River in Vietnam, but he refused 
medical treatment and never even slowed down. On May 2nd, 1968, he led charges under heavy 
fire across rice paddies, into enemy trenches, and through several bunkers, driving back an enemy 
force of far superior size to rescue the stranded Marines. At last, hit by machine gun fire and 
unable to walk, Livingston refused evacuation and remained on the front line until the last of the 
survivors were safe. He received the Medal of Honor at the White House on May 14th, 1970. 
 
Rising to the rank of Major General in 1991, he took command of the newly-formed Marine Forces 
Reserve in New Orleans, Louisiana. Now retired, Maj. Gen. Livingston continues to lead as a board 
member of several business and volunteer groups, including the Red Cross, the Boy Scouts, the 
National World War II Museum, the Medal of Honor Foundation, and has recently testified before 
Congress on behalf of early intervention for veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder. 
 
Now in its fifth year, Medal of Honor with Ed Tracy has featured over twenty interviews with our 
nation’s greatest military heroes and their riveting stories of courage under fire. The 2008 season 
includes upcoming appearances by Medal recipients Bruce P. Crandall, Thomas G. Kelley, and 
several more, leading up to the 2009 Medal of Honor Convention in Chicago. 
 
Seating for this event is limited, so reservations are recommended. Call 312.587.0234 or email 
events@pritzkermilitarylibrary.net.  
 



For more information, please visit pritzkermilitarylibrary.org/events. 
 

### 
 

About the Pritzker Military Library 
 
The Pritzker Military Library is a private, non-partisan research library located at 610 North Fairbanks Court 
in the Streeterville neighborhood of Chicago, near the Magnificent Mile. The mission of the Pritzker Military 
Library is to acquire and maintain an accessible collection of materials and develop appropriate programs 
focusing on the Citizen Soldier in the preservation of democracy. 
 
The 5,000 sq. ft. facility features over 26,000 historical, reference, biographical and rare books on military 
subjects, over 800 original antique military posters and prints, and other military artifacts from private donors 
and the collection of COL (IL) James N. Pritzker, ARNG (Ret.). Since opening in October 2003, the Library 
has produced over 180 programs including author events, one-on-one interviews with Medal of Honor 
recipients, and Chicago’s only monthly public affairs program on military issues, Front & Center with John 
Callaway. Evening programs in the Library’s McHenry Atrium are presented free of charge in front of a live 
audience, broadcast live on the Internet, and taped for broadcast on WYCC-TV/Channel 20, a PBS affiliate. 
Programs are also available as audio podcasts on the Library website and at iTunes. A complimentary 
reception for Associate Members with wine and light refreshments precedes each evening program.  Books 
are provided for purchase and signing at author events by The Book Stall at Chestnut Court. 
   
To learn more, please visit pritzkermilitarylibrary.org.  
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