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LESSONS FROM A COMBAT HOSPITAL AT THE PRITZKER MILITARY LIBRARY  
 
CHICAGO, IL – Tales of the fearsome camel spider are told throughout Iraq. In truth, it is about the 
size of a human hand, and it is quite fast. It runs at five miles an hour, sometimes even more, 
determined to stay in a newfound shadow – a slow-moving Humvee, for example, or a clinical 
psychologist on her way back to her barracks from the shower. 
 
On Thursday, February 7th, Dr. Heidi Squier Kraft will discuss her new book, Rule Number Two: 
Lessons I Learned in a Combat Hospital at the Pritzker Military Library. This program is free and 
open to the public. The presentation and live webcast will begin at 6:00 p.m., preceded by a 
reception for Library members at 5:00 p.m. It will also be recorded for television broadcast on 
WYCC-TV/Channel 20. 
 
Rule Number Two is a first-hand account of seven months with a Marine Corps surgical company, 
immersed in Iraq, earth-shaking artillery rounds, and the all-encompassing desert. Kraft chronicles 
the “good-egg days” and “bad-egg days”, orange sunsets and red sunrises, and the feeling of long-
sleeved combat fatigues in 132 degree heat. She deployed to Iraq with less than two weeks notice, 
leaving fifteen month old twins at home. Rule Number Two conveys the agonizing experience of a 
mother separated from her children – and the ways that people help each other through 
unimaginable situations.  
 
More than anything else, though, Kraft’s story is about a sense of awe at the soldiers who were 
brought to her combat hospital – some with severe injuries from battle, and others bearing wounds 
no surgeon could uncover – and the painful truth of the two rules of war, as told in the television 
show M*A*S*H: rule number one is that young men die, and rule number two is that doctors can’t 
change rule number one. 
 
Heidi Squier Kraft received her PhD in clinical psychology from the University of California-San 
Diego School of Medicine in 1996. She joined the Navy during her internship and served as both a 
flight and a clinical psychologist. She left active duty in 2005 after nine years in the Navy and now 
serves as the deputy coordinator for the U.S. Navy Combat Stress Control Program. She lives in 
San Diego with her husband and children. 
 
Seating for this event is limited, so reservations are recommended. Call 312.587.0234 or email 
events@pritzkermilitarylibrary.net.  
 
For more information, please visit pritzkermilitarylibrary.org/events. 



 
### 

 
About the Pritzker Military Library 
 
The Pritzker Military Library is a private, non-partisan research library located at 610 North Fairbanks Court 
in the Streeterville neighborhood of Chicago, near the Magnificent Mile. The mission of the Pritzker Military 
Library is to acquire and maintain an accessible collection of materials and develop appropriate programs 
focusing on the Citizen Soldier in the preservation of democracy. 
 
The 5,000 sq. ft. facility features over 26,000 historical, reference, biographical and rare books on military 
subjects, over 800 original antique military posters and prints, and other military artifacts from private donors 
and the collection of COL (IL) James N. Pritzker, ARNG (Ret.). Since opening in October 2003, the Library 
has produced over 180 programs including author events, one-on-one interviews with Medal of Honor 
recipients, and Chicago’s only monthly public affairs program on military issues, Front & Center with John 
Callaway. Evening programs in the Library’s McHenry Atrium are presented free of charge in front of a live 
audience, broadcast live on the Internet, and taped for broadcast on WYCC-TV/Channel 20, a PBS affiliate. 
Programs are also available as audio podcasts on the Library website and at iTunes. A complimentary 
reception for Associate Members with wine and light refreshments precedes each evening program.  Books 
are provided for purchase and signing at author events by The Book Stall at Chestnut Court. 
   
To learn more, please visit pritzkermilitarylibrary.org.  
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