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Biographical Note

Arnold E. (Andy) Kauffman was born in New York City on October 4, 1922. Kauffman
joined the National Guard in 1941, and after several months decided to volunteer for
the Army Air Corps, entering active duty on August 21, 1942. Kauffman went through
several training sessions, including Airplane Mechanics School in Armarillo Army Air
Field in Texas, the B-17 Specialist School in Seattle Washington and the Aerial
Gunnery School in Wendover, Utah. He finished his training in 1943 on the Heavy
Bomber, B-17, the “Flying Fortress.”

Sergeant Kauffman was assigned to the 457" heavy bombardment group. On the
group’s 23 mission, Kauffman’s B-17, called “Shepard’s Flock,” for which he was the
Left Waist Gunner, was shot down over enemy territory. Kauffman parachuted safely
but was captured as soon as he hit the ground, and before long he had been
transferred to Stalag XVII-B, in Krems, Austria. He had officially become a prisoner of
war, while at home his family was unsure whether he had survived.

Word of his imprisonment soon made it back to Kauffman'’s family, and he spent time
in Stalag XVII-B corresponding with them. On April 8, 1945, his German captors began
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marching all able soldiers out of the camp and west, towards Branua, Austria. They
were determined to meet up with American forces rather than to face the Russian army
pushing in from the east. Kauffman and his fellow soldiers endured an 18 day march of
283 kilometers, and were liberated by American forces on May 9, 1945. Kauffman was
shipped back to the United States on May 20, 1945 and arrived on May 31. He was
formally discharged from the Air Force on November 11, 1945 as a Technical
Sergeant.

Scope and Content of the Collection

The Arnold E. Kauffman Collection includes types of materials related to the military
service of Arnold E. Kauffman as a B-17 gunner and Prisoner of War at Stalag XVII-B
during World War II. The collection is a mix of documents, published materials, artifacts
and photographs, most having to do with Kauffman’s time as a POW.

Arrangement

The collection arrived in no discernable order. PMML staff has arranged the collection
based on military service and in chronological order. The collection consists of two
series:

Series One: Arnold E. Kauffman’s Military Service

This series contains documents and artifacts pertaining to Arnold E. Kauffman's time in
the United States Airforce during World War Il, most especially his time spent as a
POW at Stalag XVII-B. It includes military records, published works, letters home, and
artifacts brought back from Europe as well as documentation created by Kauffman
himself to tell his story.

Series Two: Photographs
This series contains photos from Kauffman's time in the military, as well as negatives

from a soldier's funeral and photos of a trip Kauffman took recently to Washington D.C.
and Arlington, Virginia along with a group of World War Il veterans.

Rights

Copyrights held by Ted Acheson were transferred to the Pritzker Military Museum &
Library. All other rights are held by the author or publisher. Users assume responsibility
for following copyright laws as established by US Code Title 17.
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